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The	next	entry	to	Activision's	world-renowned	shooter	franchise,	Call	of	Duty,	has	been	officially	unveiled	ahead	of	its	scheduled	release	this	fall.	Call	of	Duty:	Black	Ops	IIII	will	revive	the	fan-favorite	series,	fully	embracing	its	multiplayer	successes,	while	exploring	new	online	modes.	After	a	brief	reveal	event,	we	now	have	a	clearer	idea	of	some
major	changes	on	the	way.See	at	Amazon	(opens	in	new	tab)See	at	Microsoft	Store	(opens	in	new	tab)Leaks	surrounding	Call	of	Duty:	Black	Ops	4	preceded	the	game's	reveal,	as	a	natural	progression	for	its	developer	following	2015's	Call	of	Duty:	Black	Ops	3.	After	credible	details	surfaced	ahead	of	time	and	a	peculiar	teaser	from	NBA	star	James
Harden,	the	game	was	formally	announced	on	March	8,	2018.Two	months	later,	Activision	hosted	a	"Community	Reveal	Event,"	which	provided	a	deeper	look	into	what	Black	Ops	4	has	to	offer.	This	dove	into	its	competitive	multiplayer,	zombies	and	battle	royale	Blackout	mode,	while	also	confirming	the	single-player	campaign	is	being	axed.	Although
last	year's	Call	of	Duty	opted	for	a	WW2	backdrop,	Black	Ops	4	returns	to	a	near-future	setting.Call	of	Duty:	Black	Ops	4:	MultiplayerSince	dropping	single-player,	the	tried	and	tested	competitive	multiplayer	of	Call	of	Duty	takes	center	stage	once	again.	The	familiar	arena-based	gameplay	makes	its	return,	inheriting	core	mechanics	from	recent	near-
future	titles.	Any	fan	of	recent	Call	of	Duty	titles	will	feel	at	home	and	know	what	to	expect	from	the	package.Activision	pitches	multiplayer	as	the	"center	of	the	game's	narrative"	in	Black	Ops	4,	with	deeper	backstories	and	context	for	each	Specialist.	The	"pick	10"	create-a-class	system	also	makes	a	return,	allowing	players	to	create	balanced
loadouts	around	an	allocation	of	points.	Through	these	changes,	it	hopes	to	allow	players	to	engage	with	these	characters	and	express	themselves	through	customization.Call	of	Duty	Black	Ops	4	brings	back	its	praised	cooperative	zombies	mode	too,	pitting	up	to	four	players	against	waves	of	unrelenting	hordes.	Building	on	recent	developments	upon
the	mode,	the	game	is	set	to	offer	a	narrative-driven	spin	on	the	formula,	notably	emphasized	when	lacking	a	single-player	campaign.The	biggest	zombies	experience	yet	will	be	available	from	launch,	with	three	dedicated	maps	accompanied	by	unique	stories.	"XI"	is	set	in	a	gladiatorial	arena,	"Voyage	of	Despair"	occupies	a	transatlantic	cruise	ship,
while	"Call	of	the	Dead"	offers	a	throwback	to	Black	Ops	II's	"Mob	of	the	Dead"	prison.	Following	Charlotte,	Diego,	Scarlet,	and	Shaw,	you'll	uncover	a	mysterious	ancient	organization	fixated	on	plunging	the	world	into	chaos.Black	Ops	4	should	also	introduce	new	spins	on	the	mode,	helping	players	find	new	ways	to	replay	content.	AI-controlled	allies
will	allow	solo	players	to	undergo	the	full	cooperative	experience,	without	finding	teammates	online.	New	options	will	be	provided	to	allow	players	to	finely	tune	all	aspects	of	the	zombies	sandbox	and	scale	difficulty.	Callings	also	add	further	depth	for	everyone,	with	seasonal	challenges	to	complete.Call	of	Duty:	Black	Ops	4:	BlackoutSurprising
nobody,	Activision	plans	to	capitalize	on	the	success	of	Fortnite	and	PlayerUnknown's	Battlegrounds	with	a	new	Call	of	Duty	battle	royale	experience.	"Blackout"	will	meld	the	series'	fast-paced	action	with	high-stakes	last-man-standing	gameplay,	offering	a	fresh	take	on	the	popular	genre.The	team	isn't	being	generous	on	details,	likely	withholding
announcements	for	an	E3	2018	showcase.	We	currently	know	the	mode	will	capitalize	on	existing	icons	of	the	series,	bringing	back	heroes	from	previous	games	in	some	form.	Air,	land	and	sea	vehicles	will	also	be	ushered	into	gameplay,	which	has	only	been	attempted	sparingly	in	earlier	games.	Other	common	traits	of	battle	royale	games	are
expected	to	return,	including	scavenging	mechanics	and	a	shrinking	play	area.Similar	experiences	often	accommodate	100	players	in	a	single	match	and	an	equal	scale	is	expected	for	Blackout.	Activision	isn't	willing	to	commit	to	a	player	count,	though	gives	the	impression	this	will	be	far	larger	than	the	previous	Call	of	Duty	multiplayer	experiences.
The	map	for	this	mode	will	be	1,500	times	the	size	of	Black	Ops'	Nuketown,	which	can	hold	a	sizeable	pool	of	competitors.Call	of	Duty:	Black	Ops	4	is	currently	slated	to	release	on	Xbox	One,	PlayStation	4	and	PC	on	October	12,	2018.	The	standard	edition	of	the	game	will	be	priced	at	$59.99	(opens	in	new	tab)	on	all	platforms,	with	higher	tier	editions
expected	in	the	months	ahead.	Preorders	for	Xbox	One	copies	are	being	accepted	at	Microsoft	(opens	in	new	tab),	Amazon	(opens	in	new	tab),	GameStop	(opens	in	new	tab),	and	Best	Buy	(opens	in	new	tab).Counting	down	to	Black	Ops	4Call	of	Duty:	Black	Ops	4	may	be	a	while	away,	although	the	coming	months	should	provide	a	wealth	of	information
for	fans.	As	always,	we'll	be	sure	to	cover	it,	while	updating	this	post	with	additional	details.	Are	you	looking	forward	to	Call	of	Duty	Black	Ops	4?	Make	sure	to	let	us	know	your	thoughts	in	the	comments.See	at	Amazon	(opens	in	new	tab)See	at	Microsoft	Store	(opens	in	new	tab)Updated	May	23,	2018:	Refreshed	this	article	following	the	Call	of	Duty:
Black	Ops	4	reveal.	Join	our	newsletter	All	the	best	features,	news,	tips	and	great	deals	to	help	you	live	a	better	life	through	technology	Thank	you	for	signing	up	to	T3.	You	will	receive	a	verification	email	shortly.	There	was	a	problem.	Please	refresh	the	page	and	try	again.	By	submitting	your	information	you	agree	to	the	Terms	&	Conditions	(opens	in
new	tab)	and	Privacy	Policy	(opens	in	new	tab)	and	are	aged	16	or	over.	Call	of	Duty:	Black	Ops	2	deals	(opens	in	new	tab)	(opens	in	new	tab)	(opens	in	new	tab)£14.99	(opens	in	new	tab)View	(opens	in	new	tab)	(opens	in	new	tab)	(opens	in	new	tab)	(opens	in	new	tab)£24.95	(opens	in	new	tab)View	(opens	in	new	tab)	(opens	in	new	tab)	(opens	in	new
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Call	of	Duty	Black	Ops	2	review	Call	of	Duty	Black	Ops	2	review	Call	of	Duty	Black	Ops	2	review	Call	of	Duty	Black	Ops	2	review	Call	of	Duty	Black	Ops	2	review	Call	of	Duty	Black	Ops	2	review	Call	of	Duty	Black	Ops	2	review	Call	of	Duty	Black	Ops	2	review	Call	of	Duty	Black	Ops	2	review	Call	Of	Duty	Black	Ops	2	provides	online	warriors	with	tons	of
customisaton	options,	while	presenting	story-mode	fans	the	best	plot	in	a	COD	game	yetCall	Of	Duty:	Black	Ops	2	is	the	sixth	COD	title	to	land	with	the	seismic	impact	of	a	neutron	bomb	since	COD	4:	Modern	Warfare	turned	Activision's	FPS	franchise	into	a	global	mega-seller.	It's	also	the	first	game	pumped	out	by	Treyarch	since	the	first	Black	Ops
game,	which	to	date	is	the	biggest	selling	entry	in	the	COD	series.	Black	Ops	2,	and	by	extension	Treyarch,	have	a	tough	act	to	follow.	They	also	have	to	impress	an	FPS	audience,	which	in	the	last	four	years	has	become	increasingly	saturated	by	as	many	quality	Triple	A	titles	as	it	has	worthy	COD	knock	offs,	with	recent	rivals	taking	the	form	of	Halo
4,	Dishonored,	Resident	Evil	6,	Borderlands	2	and	Medal	of	Honor:	Warfighter.Call	Of	Duty	Black	Ops	2:	GameplayPerhaps	aware	of	all	this,	Treyarch	has	made	a	couple	of	notable	tweaks	and	innovations	to	the	formula	that	shot	the	first	Black	Ops	to	prominence.	First,	it's	expanded	the	single	player	campaign	by	splintering	its	narrative	and	adding	a
series	of	side	missions	that	affect	its	final	outcome.	Second,	it's	stripped	out	and	completely	rebuilt	the	game's	multiplayer,	offering	players	unparalleled	customisation	options,	of	both	the	cosmetic	and	gameplay	altering	variety.	Finally,	it's	augmented	and	deepened	the	game's	co-op	–	Treyarch's	signature	Zombies	mode.	It	all	adds	up	to	a	pretty	bold
and	compelling	package.Call	Of	Duty	Black	Ops	2:	StoryThe	Campaign	Mode	is	split	between	two	time	lines.	The	first	is	set	in	the	not-too-distant	future	in	2025	and	it	involves	a	group	of	soldiers	tracking	down	a	terrorist	who	is	trying	to	take	command	of	the	West's	AI	defence	network.	While	this	is	happening,	one	of	their	number,	Mason,	visits	his
dad's	old	war	buddy,	Woods,	at	a	retirement	home	to	get	the	full	back	story	of	their	target.	Players	control	both	Mason	in	the	future,	who	sports	a	lot	of	hi-tech	weaponry	and	gadgets,	and	his	dad,	er…	Mason,	whose	weapons	are	slightly	less	advanced,	but	put	to	no	less	affective	service.	Without	giving	too	much	away,	Black	Ops	2	oscillates	between
sticking	to	historical	accuracy	and	contemporary	plausibility	and	dumping	the	player	into	increasingly	high-octane	set	pieces.	At	certain	segments	players	are	also	called	on	to	make	decisions	that	have	plot-diverging	consequences.	There's	also	a	set	of	'Strike	Force'	Missions	that	have	an	impact	on	the	ending	the	player	gets	in	the	game.	In	Strike
Force	Missions,	players	are	dropped	into	an	open-plan,	multiplayer	style	map,	given	a	series	of	objectives	to	accomplish	–	ie	defend	or	take	certain	points	–	and	then	a	squad	of	men	and	AI	allies.	They	can	take	control	of	any	member	of	their	team	at	any	point,	as	well	as	direct	the	movements	and	positions	of	the	rest	of	their	allies	from	an	Overwatch
position.	It's	weird	combination	of	RTS	and	FPS	that	actually	works	surprisingly	well.Call	Of	Duty	Black	Ops	2:	MultiplayerFor	the	game's	online	mode,	Treyarch	has	instituted	a	massive	overhaul	in	terms	of	design.	The	game	certainly	looks	and	plays	like	its	predecessors,	but	players	now	have	far	more	customisation	options	than	ever	before.	To	begin
with,	the	load-out	has	rejigged	so	it	now	functions	on	a	points	system.	Players	have	a	certain	number	of	points	to	allocate,	and	they	can	add	perks,	equipment	and	weapons	depending	on	how	they	wish	to	customize	their	soldier.	If,	for	example,	you're	a	player	who	has	never	used	their	secondary	weapon	in	an	online	match	before,	you	can	dump	it	and
use	the	points	you	collect	from	this	to	add	an	extra	attachment	for	your	main	weapon,	or	extra	equipment.	Players	can	also	use	points	to	allocate	themselves	a	Wild	Card,	allowing	them	to	select	extra	perks.	The	perks	are	still	divided	across	three	Categories,	but	with	a	Greed	Wild	Card,	players	can	select	more	than	one	Perk	from	the	same	Category.
So	they	can	march	into	battle	using	both,	say,	Hardline	and	Light	Footed,	or	Fast	Hands	and	Toughness,	which	in	previous	games	would	be	impossible.	KillStreaks	are	still	present,	and	have	been	left	largely	untouched	by	the	load-out	point	allocation	–	presumably	to	keep	the	online	multiplayer	a	bit	more	balanced.	However,	in	Black	Ops	2,	they've
been	re-imagined	as	ScoreStreaks;	players	string	together	actions	and	kills,	rather	than	just	the	latter,	to	open	up	their	ScoreStreak	rewards.The	Zombie	Mode	rounds	out	the	package.	Up	to	four	players	are	let	loose	over	a	series	of	maps	in	which	the	main	objective	is	to	survive	against	the	undead	horde.	Here,	though,	there	are	two	other	match
types	other	than	the	main	one	–	in	which	players	try	to	survive	against	ever-increasing	waves	of	zombies.	In	Tranzit,	players	catch	a	bus	that	transports	them	between	different	maps	where	they	can	pick	up	new	equipment	and	weapons.	In	Grief,	players	are	split	into	sides	of	two,	and	the	last	side	left	standing	wins	the	match.	There	are	even	options
for	players	who	aren't	any	good	at	online	modes	–	check	out	the	COD	Casting	tool	set	and	the	Theatre	mode	for	playback.Call	Of	Duty	Black	Ops	2:	VerdictCall	of	Duty	Black	Ops	2	is	positively	stuffed	with	content	for	players,	and	even	if	one	gets	the	impression	this	franchise	has	reached	the	tipping	point	on	the	current	gen	of	consoles,	Treyarch's
latest	beast	is	a	thing	of	beauty.	Haters	are	always	going	to	hate	it,	but	Black	Ops	2	is	one	of	the	best	and	most	accessible	shooters	of	its	generation	and	one	of	2012's	essential	titles.	Call	Of	Duty	Black	Ops	2	release	date:	13	November	2012	Call	Of	Duty	Black	Ops	2	price:	From	£34.99Prices	-	Call	of	Duty:	Black	Ops	2:▼
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