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Thanks	for	visiting	TechHive!	You’ve	most	likely	come	to	this	story	through	search,	so	we	want	you	to	know	that	we’ve	learned	this	software	is	no	longer	available.	Here	are	some	other	stories	you	might	be	interested	in	reading:	Cord-cutter	Confidential	Best	media	streaming	device	Sling	TV	guide	PlayStation	Vue	guide	We	didn’t	kill	this	story,
because	having	it	404	would	be	a	bad	user	experience;	and	we	didn’t	automatically	redirect	you	to	a	different	story	because	that	would	be	confusing.	Thanks	for	your	understanding.	Google’s	Chromecast	dongle	is	the	best	way	to	send	video	from	a	phone,	tablet,	or	PC	to	your	television,	but	its	lack	of	a	proper	remote	and	TV	interface	can	be	a	sticking
point.	But	if	you	have	an	Amazon	Fire	TV	or	Fire	TV	Stick,	a	new	app	could	give	you	the	best	of	both	worlds.	It’s	called	YouMap	Cast	Receiver,	it	costs	just	$8,	and	it	duplicates	much	of	Chromecast’s	functionality,	including	tab	mirroring	in	Chrome	and	sending	video	from	Cast-supported	apps.	I’ve	tried	it,	and	it	works	fairly	well	with	a	few	caveats.
(Hat	tip	to	AFTVnews	for	the	discovery.)	Until	the	end	of	August,	you	can	try	YouMap	for	free	by	downloading	the	APK	file	and	sideloading	it	onto	a	Fire	TV.	This	is	sort	of	a	complicated	process,	but	AFTVnews	has	some	helpful	instructions	on	how	to	sideload	Fire	TV	apps	from	a	computer.	If	you	have	an	Android	phone	or	tablet,	you	can	follow	this
simpler	sideloading	process	instead.	What	works,	what	doesn’t	After	dealing	with	the	sideloading	process,	setting	up	the	app	is	easy	enough.	Head	to	the	Fire	TV’s	Settings	menu,	then	go	to	System	>	Applications	>	Manage	Installed	Applications.	Scroll	down	to	YouMap	Chromecast	Receiver,	and	launch	the	app.	I	did	have	to	restart	the	Fire	TV
(through	Settings	>	System)	to	get	YouMap	working	properly.	Launching	YouMap	for	the	first	time	from	Fire	TV	Settings.	YouMap	works	in	exactly	the	same	way	as	Chromecast.	Just	open	up	a	Cast-enabled	app	on	an	iOS	or	Android	device,	and	a	Cast	button	should	appear	on	the	screen.	Select	“YouMap”	from	the	Cast	menu,	then	select	a	video	or
song	from	your	phone	or	tablet.	It	should	start	playing	through	the	Fire	TV.	Casting	also	works	through	Google’s	desktop	Chrome	browser	if	you	have	the	Google	Cast	extension	installed.	This	lets	you	mirror	any	browser	tab,	which	is	great	for	playing	music	through	your	home	entertainment	setup,	and	for	viewing	photos	on	the	big	screen	from	sites
like	Facebook.	Tab	mirroring	also	works	with	video	sites,	such	as	Hulu.com,	though	performance	can	be	choppy	and	audio	is	prone	to	latency.	Some	websites,	including	YouTube,	support	native	Casting,	which	eliminates	these	problems.	YouMap	supports	mirroring	Chrome	browser	tabs	on	video	sites	like	Hulu.com.	There’s	just	one	catch:	YouMap
doesn’t	work	with	video	apps	that	use	digital	rights	management	(DRM).	With	HBO	Go,	Google	Play	Movies	&	TV,	and	Hulu,	I	received	error	messages	saying	they	couldn’t	load	licensed	or	protected	content.	YouTube,	Twitch,	Pluto.TV,	and	Watch	Food	Network	wouldn’t	even	show	YouMap	in	the	Cast	menu,	and	Crunchyroll	failed	to	connect	with	the
Fire	TV.	Still,	I	was	pleasantly	surprised	by	how	many	apps	did	work.	Here’s	a	list	of	apps	that	ran	successfully	when	casting	from	my	iPhone	6	Plus:	CBS	Comedy	Central	Crackle	Google	Play	Music	MLB.TV	Nick	Pandora	PBS	Kids	Plex	Rdio	WatchESPN	While	YouMap	doesn’t	work	with	Netflix,	that’s	a	non-issue	for	Fire	TV	users;	Netflix	already
supports	casting	to	Amazon’s	media	streamer	out	of	the	box.	Just	look	for	“Fire	TV”	in	the	Cast	menu	from	Netflix’s	iOS	and	Android	apps.	YouMap	taps	into	the	existing	Google	Cast	buttons	in	apps	such	as	CBS	(left)	and	Pandora	(right).	A	couple	other	quirks	worth	mentioning:	YouMap	doesn’t	support	controlling	volume	with	your	phone	or	tablet’s
hardware	buttons,	as	some	apps	do	with	Chromecast.	Apps	that	have	on-screen	volume	controls	seem	to	work	fine.	Also,	if	the	Fire	TV	is	in	sleep	mode,	you	may	have	to	initiate	casting	twice,	as	the	first	attempt	merely	wakes	the	device	without	actually	making	the	connection.	A	useful	app,	with	risks	I’ve	written	before	that	Chromecast	is	a	love-it-or-
hate	it	device.	For	couch	potatoes	who	always	keep	a	phone	or	tablet	handy,	using	a	touch	screen	to	browse	and	send	content	to	the	television	can	feel	borderline	magical.	Adding	those	capabilities	to	the	Fire	TV	could	be	well-worth	the	$8	asking	price.	My	only	concern	with	YouMap	is	that	Google	will	at	some	point	shut	it	down.	Even	though	Google
doesn’t	have	control	of	the	Amazon	Appstore,	it	can	still	stop	unauthorized	cast	receivers	from	working,	and	it	has	done	so	in	the	past.	You	could	very	well	spend	$8	now	and	be	left	with	a	useless	app	a	few	months	down	the	road.	What	are	your	other	options?	If	you	haven’t	already	bought	a	Fire	TV,	you	could	pick	up	an	Android	TV	device	such	as
Google’s	Nexus	Player,	Razer’s	Forge	TV,	or	Nvidia’s	Shield	Android	TV.	All	of	them	include	full	Chromecast	functionality,	along	with	a	proper	remote	and	TV	apps.	Just	be	aware	that	none	of	these	devices	offer	an	Amazon	app,	making	them	non-starters	for	Amazon	Prime	subscribers.	The	other	option	is	to	wait	things	out.	Amazon	recently	launched
Fling	as	an	answer	to	Google	Cast,	and	while	its	app	support	is	sorely	lacking	right	now,	that	could	soon	change	soon;	it’s	supposed	to	be	quite	easy	for	app	makers	to	support	Fling	if	they	already	work	with	Chromecast.	To	set	up	your	Chromecast	built-in	TV,	download	the	Google	Home	app	Connect	to	WiFi	Connect	your	phone	or	tablet	to	the	same
WiFi	network	as	your	TV.	See	how	to	set	up	Open	a	Chromecast-enabled	app	like	YouTube	Cast	movies,	music,	and	more	from	thousands	of	Cast-enabled	apps.	Find	apps	Start	casting	Simply	tap	the	Cast	button	from	within	the	app	to	send	your	content	from	your	mobile	device	to	the	big	screen.	Get	step-by-step	guidance	on	how	to	cast	from	your
phone,	invite	friends	to	cast	and	more.	Stay	organized	with	collections	Save	and	categorize	content	based	on	your	preferences.	The	Google	Cast	SDK	enables	you	to	extend	your	Android,	iOS,	or	Web	app	to	direct	its	streaming	video	and	audio	to	a	TV	or	sound	system.	Your	app	becomes	the	remote	control	to	play,	pause,	seek,	rewind,	stop,	and
otherwise	control	the	media.Google	Cast	is	designed	for	TV,	movies,	music,	and	more.	Put	your	best	video	content	on	the	biggest	screens	in	the	house,	or	bring	your	audio	content	to	Google	Cast	for	Audio	devices	and	Google	Home	devices,	including	the	new	Google	Home	Hub.	Get	started	Sample	apps	Codelabs	The	SDK	supports	many	media
formats,	protocols,	and	codecs	to	ease	integration.	Use	our	UX	and	design	guidelines	to	create	a	smooth	and	seamless	Cast	experience.	Cast	Connect	allows	your	Android	TV	app	to	receive	messages	and	broadcast	media	status	as	if	it	were	a	Chromecast.	Cast	apps	developed	for	video	and	audio	can	also	work	on	audio-only	devices.	The	latest	version
of	the	Google	Cast	SDK	simplifies	several	complex	parts	of	the	previous	SDK	and	addresses	the	major	pain	points	identified	by	content	partners	and	developers.	It	reduces	the	amount	of	code	needed	to	Cast-enable	your	app,	and	provides	a	consistent	API	across	Android,	iOS,	and	Web.	Android	TV	Receivers	use	the	Cast	Connect	library	to	allow
existing	sender	applications	to	communicate	with	Android	TV	applications	via	the	Cast	protocol.	Cast	Connect	builds	on	top	of	the	Cast	infrastructure,	with	your	Android	TV	app	acting	as	a	receiver.	By	adding	Google	Cast	functionality	to	their	apps,	developers	can	gain	visits,	engagement,	and/or	higher	monetization.	Here	are	two	real-world	examples
of	how	companies	have	successfully	used	Google	Cast	technology.	The	Comedy	Central	app	lets	fans	watch	their	favorite	shows	in	full	and	on	demand	from	mobile	devices.	The	company	created	a	cast-enabled	app	so	users	could	bring	their	small	screen	experience	to	their	TVs.	Now	with	Chromecast,	users	watch	at	least	50	percent	more	video,	with
1.5	times	more	visits	than	the	average	Comedy	Central	app	user.	Haystack	TV	is	a	personal	news	channel	that	lets	consumers	watch	news	on	any	screen,	at	any	time.	The	company	integrated	Google	Cast	technology	so	users	can	browse	their	headline	news,	choose	other	videos	to	play,	and	even	remove	videos	from	their	play	queue	without	disrupting
the	current	video	on	their	TVs.	With	Chromecast,	average	weekly	viewing	time	has	doubled	and	customers	have	dramatically	improved	their	ability	to	stay	informed.	One-third	of	Haystack	TV	customers	now	view	their	news	via	Chromecast.	Stream	entertainment,	right	from	your	couch.	Use	Nest	Hub	or	Nest	Audio	to	play	your	favorite	songs,	select	a
movie,	or	adjust	the	volume	on	your	smart	speaker	or	Chromecast-connected	TV	using	just	your	voice.	Get	help	and	control	your	connected	home	in	one	view.	The	helpful	speaker	that’s	all	about	sound.	Stream	entertainment	in	up	to	4K	HDR.	[{	"type":	"thumb-down",	"id":	"missingTheInformationINeed",	"label":"Missing	the	information	I	need"	},{
"type":	"thumb-down",	"id":	"tooComplicatedTooManySteps",	"label":"Too	complicated	/	too	many	steps"	},{	"type":	"thumb-down",	"id":	"outOfDate",	"label":"Out	of	date"	},{	"type":	"thumb-down",	"id":	"samplesCodeIssue",	"label":"Samples	/	code	issue"	},{	"type":	"thumb-down",	"id":	"otherDown",	"label":"Other"	}]	[{	"type":	"thumb-up",	"id":
"easyToUnderstand",	"label":"Easy	to	understand"	},{	"type":	"thumb-up",	"id":	"solvedMyProblem",	"label":"Solved	my	problem"	},{	"type":	"thumb-up",	"id":	"otherUp",	"label":"Other"	}]	By	now,	many	of	us	are	familiar	with	Google	TV,	the	interface	layer	that	Google	introduced	with	last	year's	Chromecast	and	later	spread	to	other	Android	TV	units.
The	homescreen	is	focused	on	recommending	shows	and	movies	for	you,	relegating	some	of	your	apps	along	with	app	search	and	discovery	to	a	secondary	tab.	A	major	side	effect	is	the	lack	of	proper	access	to	the	full	Play	Store,	even	though	the	app	is	still	there.	Here	are	some	tricks	you	can	use	to	open	it.	While	this	tutorial	is	focused	on	the	Play
Store,	you	can	also	apply	the	same	steps	for	two	other	apps	that	are	pre-installed	on	the	Chromecast	with	Google	TV	but	not	readily	accessible:	Google	Play	Games	and	Google	Play	Movies	&	TV.	Why	accessing	the	full	Play	Store	matters	The	Apps	tab	on	Google	TV	is	enough	for	launching	the	apps	and	games	you've	installed	as	well	as	checking	out
new	ones	to	try.	You	can	even	use	voice	search	to	look	for	specific	apps.	But	that's	where	the	interface	stops.	If	you	want	to	manage	your	existing	apps,	manually	check	for	updates	and	install	them,	and	change	settings,	you	need	to	access	the	full	Play	Store.	The	Play	Store	app	has	tabs	for	browsing	apps	and	games,	but	also	a	proper	settings	menu
where	you	can	manage	and	update	the	ones	you've	installed,	switch	accounts	to	grab	apps	that	your	partner	or	roommate	bought,	and	change	a	few	settings	regarding	automatic	updates,	payment	methods,	parental	controls,	and	more.	While	all	of	this	may	be	trivial	to	most	Chromecast	users,	many	of	us	still	like	having	access	and	control	over	these
features,	and	that's	where	opening	the	Play	Store	app	is	important.	Method	1:	Google	Assistant	The	easiest	way	to	access	the	Play	Store	on	the	Chromecast	with	Google	TV	is	to	just	tap	the	Assistant	button	on	the	remote	and	say,	"Play	Store."	The	Assistant	will	open	the	Play	Store	for	you.	It's	really	as	easy	as	that.	Method	2:	App	settings	The	second
method	is	a	bit	more	involved,	but	will	be	handy	if	you	don't	want	to	speak	aloud	or	if	you'd	rather	never	use	Assistant.	Open	the	side	panel	on	your	Chromecast,	then	head	to	Settings	>	Apps	>	See	all	apps	>	Show	system	apps	>	Google	Play	Store	>	Open.	The	steps	are	outlined	in	the	screenshots	below.	Method	3:	Button	mapping	This	third	method
will	require	a	bit	of	a	setup,	but	once	it's	done,	you'll	have	one-button	access	to	the	Play	Store	whenever	you	want.	First,	you'll	need	to	download	Button	Mapper	and	follow	the	steps	in	our	previous	tutorial	to	install	it	and	give	it	the	permissions	it	needs.	When	that's	done,	open	Button	Mapper	and	choose	the	remote	button	you'd	like	to	use	to	launch
the	Play	Store.	In	the	screenshots	below,	I	chose	the	home	button,	but	only	when	it's	double	tapped.	To	set	it	up,	select	Home	Button	>	Double	tap,	and	in	the	pop-up,	switch	to	Applications	from	the	drop-down	and	look	for	the	Play	Store.	The	steps	are	outlined	below.	Method	4:	App	shortcut	Like	the	previous	method,	this	one	is	similarly	complicated
to	set	up	but	simple	once	it's	done.	Basically,	if	you're	familiar	with	the	process	of	sideloading	an	APK	on	your	Chromecast,	it's	a	no-brainer	solution	because	all	you	have	to	do	is	grab	this	small	APK	from	senior	XDA	member	edwaine	and	install	it.	It'll	create	a	shortcut	in	your	launcher	which	immediately	launches	the	Play	Store	when	selected.	But	if
you've	never	sideloaded	an	app	and	you're	not	interested	in	doing	it	for	other	purposes,	you're	better	off	skipping	this.	Method	5:	Third-party	launcher	A	final	easy	trick	is	to	use	a	third-party	launcher	for	your	Chromecast.	These	don't	replace	the	default	launcher,	but	act	as	another	app	which,	when	opened,	is	just	an	app	drawer	of	your	installed	apps.
As	inceptive	as	that	may	sound,	the	real	utility	here	is	launching	sideloaded	apps	that	work	well	on	Android	TV,	but	that	Google	hasn't	deemed	worthy	of	being	officially	approved	to	show	in	the	launcher.	The	other	benefit	is	that	they	display	built-in	apps	too,	including	the	ones	Google	doesn't	want	you	to	see	like	the	Play	Store.	You	just	scroll	to	it	and
select	it.	The	two	launchers	I	tried	that	successfully	showed	the	Play	Store	are	Sideload	Launcher	and	SideApps.	The	former	is	one	the	trailblazers	of	its	category,	but	it	hasn't	been	updated	since	2015.	It	still	works,	though,	and	is	free	without	ads.	The	latter	is	more	modern,	kept	more	up	to	date,	and	is	free	with	ads	(though	I	haven't	seen	one	yet).
Left:	Sideload	Launcher.	Right:	SideApps.	Out	of	all	these	methods,	button	mapping	suits	me	best.	I	just	do	the	button	combo	whenever	I	need	to	go	to	the	full	Play	Store	app	and	it	launches,	no	talking	to	Assistant	or	delving	six-levels-deep	into	sub-menus.	The	shortcut	is	another	handy	solution	when/if	I	forget	the	key	combo	to	trigger	the	Play	Store
with	my	remote.
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