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TomTom	has	just	announced	the	Spark,	its	new	fitness	watch	with	a	focus	on	music.	Other	than	its	ability	to	hold	your	tunes,	there	are	a	number	of	small	improvements	to	the	tech.	TomTom	co-founder	Peter-Frans	Pauwels	also	told	me	that	it	will	be	getting	some	smarter	functionality	later	in	the	year.Through	a	future	software	update,	the	TomTom
Spark	will	get	call	and	message	notifications.	You	won't	be	able	to	read	messages	on	the	watch	itself,	but	it	will	let	you	know	the	ID	of	whoever	is	trying	to	get	hold	of	you."We	don't	want	to	go	fully	into	being	a	phone	replacement,"	said	Pauwels,	who	hinted	that	the	feature	was	partly	introduced	because	female	clothing	often	does	not	include	pant
pockets	-	making	a	notification	on	the	wrist	particularly	handy.	"For	guys,	notifications	are	not	important	because	you	have	them	in	your	pocket.	For	females,	they	have	it	in	their	bag."Pauwels	said	that	TomTom	still	does	not	consider	the	Spark	a	"smartwatch",	but	the	introduction	of	phone	notifications	will	certainly	move	the	watch	further	in	that
direction.The	bad	news,	however,	is	that	those	of	you	rocking	the	older	models	won't	be	getting	the	new	feature	-	it	will	only	be	rolling	out	to	the	Spark.	Sorry	about	that.Everything	you've	missed	from	IFA	so	far...	Text	using	the	WordPress	visual	editor	jcole	⋅	Builder	Modules	Medicine	Matters	is	a	place	to	share	department	news	in	a	way	that	is
accessible	to	all	and	discuss	issues	and	challenges	important	to	our	faculty,	staff	and	academic	medicine	overall...	read	more	»	A	popular	Internet	search	engine	developed	by	Open	Text	Corporation.	Though	not	the	most	complete	Web	index,	Open	Text	is	considered	by	many	to	be	the	most	sophisticated	because	it	provides	powerful	ways	to	fine-tune
a	query.	Open	Text	Corporation	licenses	its	search	engine	software	as	a	product	called	LiveLink.	Over	the	past	few	years,	The	Joint	Commission,	an	independent,	not-for-profit	organization	that	accredits	and	certifies	nearly	21,000	U.S.	healthcare	organizations	and	programs,	has	had	a	change	of	heart	about	the	use	of	texting	patient	orders.	In	2011,
the	organization	banned	the	transmission	of	HIPAA	protected	health	information	(PHI)	via	text	message	by	personal	mobile	devices.	Specifically,	physicians	and	licensed	independent	practitioners	(LIP)	were	not	allowed	to	text	any	orders	regarding	care,	services	or	treatment	to	hospitals	or	other	kinds	of	healthcare	facilities.	This	decision	was	handed
down	because	it	was	believed	that	the	technological	capabilities	were	insufficient	to	support	the	safety	and	security	of	information	contained	in	text	messages	of	patient	care	orders.	Then,	in	May	2016,	The	Joint	Commission	lifted	the	ban	after	determining	that	there	had	been	sufficient	technological	advances	in	security	and	safety	to	support	the
secure	texting	of	orders.	As	long	as	healthcare	practitioners	followed	certain	professional	standards	and	guidelines,	laws	and	regulations,	and	policies	and	procedures,	patient	care	orders	could	be	sent	on	a	secure	text	messaging	system.	But	the	rollout	of	this	new	policy	hit	a	snag	and	was	halted	in	the	following	month.	Even	though	patient	orders
were	to	be	sent	on	secure	text	messaging	systems,	concerns	still	lingered	that	there	needed	to	be	further	security	measures	implemented	for	texting	orders.	The	Joint	Commission	was	working	in	collaboration	with	the	Centers	for	Medicare	and	Medicaid	Services	to	ensure	that	the	ruling	was	congruent	with	Medicare’s	conditions	of	participation.
While	healthcare	providers	waited	for	clarification,	in	December	2016,	The	Joint	Commission	along	with	the	Centers	for	Medicare	and	Medicaid	Services	decided	that	the	previous	ruling	should	be	rolled	back	to	2011	standards.	Specifically,	this	means	the	following:	What’s	known	as	computerized	provider	order	entry	(CPOE)	is	now	the	preferred
method	for	order	submission,	so	providers	can	enter	orders	into	electronic	health	records	(EHR)	directly.	CPOE	has	become	more	and	more	available	via	encrypted,	secure	applications	for	both	smartphones	and	tablets.	The	Joint	Commission	believes	that	this	would	reduce	the	burden	of	the	implementation	of	this	policy.	If	a	CPOE	or	a	patient	care
order	cannot	be	electronically	submitted,	a	verbal	order	may	be	used,	but	only	as	a	last	resort.	Verbal	orders	should	not	be	used	as	a	shortcut	by	the	ordering	healthcare	practitioner.	In	the	past	few	years,	generally	speaking,	the	technology	for	secured	text	messaging	has	advanced,	where	messages	are	encrypted	end-on-end.	With	that	in	mind,	it’s
unclear	as	to	why	The	Joint	Commission	and	the	Centers	for	Medicare	and	Medicaid	Services	jointly	decided	to	indefinitely	end	the	use	of	securely	texting	patient	orders.	However,	they	did	find	at	least	three	issues	in	their	review	of	this	policy.	1.	A	possible	increase	in	workload	for	nurses.	The	implementation	of	an	additional	routine	—	the	manual
transcription	of	text	orders	into	electronic	health	records	—	could	detract	from	the	ability	to	carry	out	other	pertinent	patient	care	duties.	2.	Verbal	orders	allow	for	real-time	clarification.	This	is	related	to	the	first	issue,	the	added	step	of	transcribing	texts.	The	benefit	of	adding	secure	text	messages	may	be	washed	out	by	the	task	of	transcribing	the
message.	If	there’s	a	typo	or	a	question	about	the	text,	then	additional	time	is	added	when	the	ordering	practitioner	is	contacted	for	further	clarification.	3.	Clinical	decision	support	recommendations/alerts	may	take	additional	time.	Like	the	second	issue,	a	clinical	decision	support	recommendation	or	alert	may	be	made,	and	whoever	is	entering	the
information	into	the	electronic	health	record	may	need	to	consult	with	the	ordering	practitioner	for	more	information.	If	this	is	given	verbally,	then	the	information	can	be	handled	in	real	time.	On	the	other	hand,	if	this	is	given	via	text	message,	then	the	transcriber	must	contact	the	ordering	practitioner.	These	additional	steps	may	delay	treatment.
Although	these	are	some	compelling	reasons	given	—	increased	workload,	decreased	clarity	and	delayed	treatment	—	mobile	devices	are	becoming	more	and	more	a	part	of	professional	life,	and	not	just	as	a	means	to	electronically	transmit	patient	health	information	into	electronic	health	records.	With	this	indefinite	ban	of	secure	text	messaging	for
orders	that	was	just	recently	implemented	by	The	Joint	Commission,	I	would	love	for	healthcare	sector	leaders	to	look	around	and	think	about	how	we	can	provide	a	positive	experience	using	technology.	That	is	the	digital	world	that	we	live	in.	Healthcare	is	unique	and	challenging,	but	so	is	every	other	industry	and	I	don’t	see	other	industries	limiting
the	use	of	technology	as	much	as	the	healthcare	sector	does.	Windows:	Finding	a	good	text	editor	can	be	tough.	Some	lack	basic	features,	like	spell	checking,	and	others	are	so	heavy	they	may	as	well	be	word	processors.	Write!	is	a	new	application,	currently	in	beta,	that	rides	the	sweet	spot	and	delivers	the	features	you’d	actually	find	useful	without
the	cruft	(or	system	bloat)	you	don’t	want.Write	is	gorgeous,	and	has	an	interface	that	fits	right	in	with	Windows	10	(or	Windows	8	for	that	matter.)	You	get	your	choice	of	interface:	a	tabbed	interface	for	multiple	documents	(although	you	can	ever	only	see	one	at	a	time),	a	simple,	borderless	window	for	distraction-free	writing	and	note	taking,	or	a
heavier	Word-like	UI	that	includes	menus	and	toolbars.	Write!	also	includes	automatic	spell-checking,	a	dark	mode	and	a	light	mode	so	suit	your	preferences,	tunable	autocomplete	that	can	learn	to	finish	your	words	for	you,	tons	of	keyboard	shortcuts	and	key	commands	to	save	you	time,	support	for	Markdown,	Wiki,	and	Textile	syntax,	and
productivity	counters	for	things	like	pages,	word	count,	and	more	than	you	can	set	as	goals.The	app	also	auto-saves	your	work	all	the	time,	so	you	don’t	have	to	worry	about	doing	it	yourself.	If	you	sign	up	for	an	account	(which	you’ll	have	to	do	to	download	the	app)	Write!	will	also	automatically	save	your	folders	and	documents	online	for	you	too,	so
you	can	get	at	them	from	any	other	computer.	You	also	get	unlimited	undo,	so	pressing	Ctrl+Z	even	after	closing	and	opening	a	document—or	even	moving	to	another	computer—actually	undoes	the	last	action	in	the	doc.	You	can	also	organize	your	documents	into	writing	“sessions,”	which	are,	like	session-saving	in	Chrome	or	Firefox,	available	to
open,	close,	and	re-open	on	other	computers.Write!	is	Windows-only,	right	now,	with	OS	X	and	Linux	versions	of	the	app	on	the	way.	Some	of	the	banner	features	(like	cloud	saving	and	unlimited	undo)	are	free	for	“early	adopters,”	(aka	everyone	who	signs	up	right	now)	while	everything	else	will	be	free	forever.	The	service	plans	to	introduce	“Pro”
accounts	in	the	future	that	make	use	of	some	of	those	connected	features.G/O	Media	may	get	a	commissionWrite!
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